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Construction of a Database of Small-area Statistics about

Population Census in Six Major Cities of Prewar Japan
Takashi KIRIMURA

Abstract: This paper aims for constructing a database of small-area statistics about population census

in six major cities of prewar Japan: Tokyo, Yokohama, Nagoya, Kyoto, Osaka and Kobe. While such

database construction has been popular among the Europe and American scholarship in recent years,

this is the first attempt of this kind in Japan. The basic spatial unit of the existing historical GIS

database in Japan is large, most typically the size of municipality. Compared to that, this database

includes the statistical data aggregated by small-area units as well as the boundary data corresponding

to the spatial unit of the statistical data. While the statistical data is made by digitizing documents

about population census which each local government created, the boundary data relies on large scale

maps of the cities. This database contributes to the GIS analysis of modern cities in Japan.
Keywords: /MUBGHEF (small-area statistics), [EZA7H2 (population census), S K#SHT (the six

major cities), historical GIS
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