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Impact of War damage on Intra-urban Population Change
in Tokyo and Kyoto from 1935 to 1975
Takashi KIRIMURA

Abstract: This paper aims to examine how war damage affected change in the urban

population of both Tokyo and Kyoto from 1935 to 1975. While Kyoto suffered little

damage from World War II, Tokyo was one of the most severely damaged cities in Japan.

Maps of the urban population change reveal two relationships between the war damage and

change in urban structure. Firstly, severe war damage in Tokyo triggered the city’s

suburbanization which continued as recently as 1975. Secondly, however, the impact of the

war damage on change in the structure of residential area was rather insignificant,

compared to that of the high economic growth in Japan after World War II.
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